
Doctrine and Covenants Section 12 
When the Book of Commandments was first printed in 1833,  there were chapters, not sections, 
and the numbers on the sections differed slightly. This is the page with the revelation given to 
Joseph Knight in May 1829, as it appeared in a first edition copy of the Book of Commandments. 
 

 
 

Source notes: 
Revelation, Harmony Township, Susquehanna Co., PA, to Joseph Knight Sr., May 1829. Featured version, 
titled “Chapter XI,” typeset [between 1 Nov. and 31 Dec. 1832] for Book of Commandments, 31. This 
revelation is not extant in Revelation Book 1, nor is it listed in the index to that volume. The version found 
in the Book of Commandments and featured below is the earliest extant version. For more complete 
source information, see the source note for the Book of Commandments.Revelation, May 1829–B [D&C 
12], p. 31,  
The Joseph Smith Papers, accessed January 4, 2025, https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-
summary/revelation-may-1829-b-dc-12/1#facts 
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A book of commandments, for the government of the Church of Christ, organized according to law,  
on the 6th of April, 1830 Zion: W.W. Phelps & co, 1833, 
https://catalog.churchofjesuschrist.org/assets/b8c72542-a8b9-42bd-9146-
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